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The following letter in response to that of Buket Kop (July 20)
misleads the editors of the Washington Times as well as unsuspecting readers. Considering
that Mr. Kop uses the illegitimate title given to the Turkish occupation, it is utterly misleading for
him to suggest that Turkey wants unity. What Turkey has always wanted in Cyprus was not
unity, but conquest at the expense of the Greek Cypriots who always made up eighty percent of
the population.
In 1955, the government in Turkey organized a
terrorist organization entitled "Cyprus is Turkish" without consideration for the long and historic
identity of Cyprus with Hellenism or for the rights and desires of the Greek majority. The
problem of Cyprus is not one of unity or disunity, it is one of aggression, territorial conquest,
occupation, and colonization. The influx of 100,000 settlers from Turkey into the homes of
Greek Cypriots who were ethnically cleansed by the Turkish military is proof positive of Turkish
expansionism in Cyprus. Furthermore, the well publicized destruction of over 500 Greek
Orthodox Churches by the Turkish occupation is further evidence of the Turkish regime's effort
to destroy the heritage of Cyprus along with its territorial integrity and sovereignty.
The rejection of the Annan Plan by the Republic of Cyprus was undertaken because that Plan
was the basis of appeasement, and not one of unity. The Plan was rejected both by the
internationally recognized President of the Republic of Cyprus who was also democratically
elected by Cypriot voters, and rejected in a democratic referendum overwhelmingly by Cypriot
citizens in a democratic atmosphere. The alleged referendum in the occupied territories of
Cyprus were carried out under the auspices of 30,000 occupation soldiers of the Turkish Army
and included the participation of Turkish settlers who are not citizens of Cyprus.
The Turkish occupation of Cyprus is one that is inherently racist, and has imported the policies
of Kemalist Turkey which brought about the genocide of Armenian, Assyrian, and Greek
Orthodox Christians in Asia Minor. The afore mentioned "Cyprus is Turkish" organization was
created in 1955 and was used in the infamous anti-Greek pogrom in Constantinople that year.
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Henceforth, any objective or informed person understands the true nature of Turkey's
occupation of Cyprus.
Theodoros Karakostas
HEC Executive Committee

letters@washingtontimes.com
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jul/20/settling-cyprus/
The Washington Times

LETTER TO EDITOR: Settling Cyprus
By | Monday, July 20, 2009

The article "Cyprus envoy blames division on Turkey" (World, Friday) repeats the same rhetoric
we often hear from the Greek Cypriot side regarding the Cyprus issue.

If the Greek Cypriots had accepted the U.N.-sponsored settlement plan in April 2004 instead of
rejecting it by a staggering 76 percent of the vote, the island would be united today. Soon after
the Greek Cypriot rejection, the U.N. secretary-general himself described it as a "major
setback." He went on to say, "What was rejected was the solution itself rather than a mere
blueprint." He also asked the Greek Cypriots to reflect on a "bi-communal, bi-zonal federation
which means not just two constituent states, but also political equality and the sharing of
power." He finally called upon them to demonstrate "not just by word, but by action" if they
were ready to share power with the Turkish Cypriots in a federal structure.

Even Nikos Rolandis, a former Greek Cypriot foreign minister, lists 15 occasions when the
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Greek Cypriot side rejected proposals for a settlement.

Instead of pointing the finger at others, the Greek Cypriot side should display the sincerity and
determination that is truly needed to achieve a comprehensive and fair Cyprus settlement.

BUKET KOP

Second secretary

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Washington Office

Washington
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